
Dedicated to Francis Whitaker, 1906-1999 

2010 ROCKY MOUNTAIN BLACKSMITHING 
CONFERENCE XX 

July 28—August 1, 2010 Carbondale Colorado 
 
Rocky Mountain Smiths is pleased to announce the Rocky Mountain Blacksmithing Conference XX, 
held at the Francis Whitaker Blacksmith School on the campus of the Colorado Rocky Mountain School 
in Carbondale, Colorado. Check-in begins Wednesday, July 28 at 1:00 P.M., with dinner at 5:30. 
Demonstrations begin Thursday, July 29, at 8:00 A.M. and run through Saturday, July 1.  Featured are 
demonstrations by well-known smiths, hands on forging clinics, a forging competition, a gallery and 
silent auction. The conference promises to be a sharing and inspirational experience, and we invite you 
to participate. Lodging and meals are available at the conference site and motels and camping are 
nearby. The Carbondale area boasts some of the finest summer activities in the state. There’s ample 
time to socialize and enjoy the Colorado summer. Come early and stay late!  

 
ABOUT THE WHITAKER BLACKSMITH SCHOOL  

The Francis Whitaker Blacksmith School was established in 1989 following Francis’s closing of the 
Mountain Forge in Aspen. The school is an excellent teaching facility. There are six forges, set in pairs 
under common hoods, located in the center of the shop. Each is fully equipped with the necessary 
hand tools and post vise. Work tables, layout table and other equipment line the perimeter of the large 
and well-lit shop.  Specialized jigs, fixtures and study pieces hang on the walls. Evening open forging 
sessions will be held at which you may practice what you have learned. 
 

DEMONSTRATORS  
It is a pleasure to introduce our demonstrators, all masters of their craft.  Each will give a three and 
three-quarter-hour session with a break and a one and three-quarter hour session and will be available 
in the evenings during Open Forge. On the next four pages you will find brief bios of this years four 
demonstrators a small sampling of their work. 
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Demonstrator - Wendel Broussard 
 

Wendel Broussard started forging as a Farrier. Mr. Broussard became a studio artist 30 years 
ago. Studied repousse’ at Leo Gomez du Devoir in France. Wendel has taught blacksmithing 
and repousse’ at Austin Community College in Austin, Texas, Cambell Folk School, Penland 
School of Craft in North Carolina, New England School of Metal Work in Maine and G3 
Forgery School of Blacksmithing in New Mexico. Wendel has been featured on HGTV’s 
Modern Masters.      
 
At the Conference Wendel plans a cooperative discussion with Doug Wilson on design and 
layout, which will be followed by a separate demonstrations of  the techniques of forging and 
repousse’.  Doug Wilson will be at the anvil shaping the ironwork for the project. Wendel will 
use stakes and hammers to show the methods for both hot and cold repousse’. Wendel’s and 
Doug’s work will be combined to produce a finished piece.  
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Demonstrator - Randy McDaniel 
 

Randy has been forging hot metal for over 35 years. His design and forging of the artwork for 
the new Children’s Garden entrance arbor at Hershey Gardens is an excellent example of his 
skill, art and whimsy. Besides forging steel he enjoys working in copper, bronze and titanium. 

 

He has taught basic and advanced workshops for more than twenty years. These include 
workshops at many of the top schools and for many regional blacksmithing groups nationwide. 
Randy was also a lecturer and demonstrator for the Artist-Blacksmith Association of North 
America’s International Conference at Alfred, New York in 1990 and at LaCrosse, Wisconsin in 
2002. 

 

Mr. McDaniel has also gained recognition and acclaim for writing and illustrating the highly 
successful book “A Blacksmithing Primer, A Course In Basic And Intermediate Blacksmithing”. 
This book has also been professionally filmed as a six hour video DVD with Randy’s instruction 
and demonstration. 

 

Randy will show how laser and waterjet cutting can save you time and money and will show 
how it can be used for creating forms and tooling. He will also demonstrate the techniques of 
forging pre-cut parts from flat into three-dimensional forms. 

 

More information is available at www.drgnfly4g.com 

Randy at the Power Hammer 

Gate at Hershey Gardens 
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Demonstrator - Steve Rollert 
  
My interest in forging started in early 1977. I was writing a paper on the cost of starting a business in 
one of the classes in High School. At the time I was employed at a training stable and had seen the 
Ferrier, shoeing horses. I decided to project the costs of starting a “Blacksmithing” Business. In the 
course of researching the training, I visited Olinger’s Horse Shoeing School. During that visit Mr. 
Olinger told me of a different type of “Blacksmithing” school just down the road. I made the short trip 
down to Skunk Hollow and stepped into a different world. Slim was working at the forge with Judd 
Evens. The smell of the burning coal and the glow of the red hot steel captured my heart. Watching 
the smiths form the glowing steel into wonderful shapes drew me into what has become a life, long 
love of forging hot metal. I enrolled at Skunk Hollow and in 1978 graduated with the traditional anvil 
blow.  
  
Following graduation I decided to expand my training to include knives. I had read an article about a 
Japanese Knife Maker that made fine handmade blades. I found Kuzan through the magazine and 
secured an interview. Kuzan questioned me for what seemed like hours before accepting me as a 
student. I worked under Kazan’s exacting eye for six years learning first stock removal knife making 
and then the Japanese style of blade forging that I use today. I visited every knife maker and blade 
smith I could find, learning something from each one. I have had the privilege of spending time with 
some of the greatest knife makers, gentlemen such as Bill Moran, Hanford Miller, Wayne Goddard, 
Ray Appleton, George Walker, and of late, Owen Wood.  
  
In 2000 I entered a four bar composite Damascus steel knife, based on a blade found in a burial 
mound in Germany, in the “Folk Artist Fellowship” competition sponsored by the Colorado Counsel Of 
the Arts. I won a fellowship award and was allowed to show my Damascus blades in the Cherry Creek 
Art Show and the Vail Arts Festival that year.  
 
Over the past 30 years I have chosen to specialize in bladesmithing. Learning and developing 
techniques of working Damascus Steel and refining my blade art. During that time I have taught 
private lessons out of my shop as well as summer classes at the Trinidad State Junior College. These 
classes have been designed to take students from basic “Stock Removal” knife making to “Blade 
Forging” then to “Damascus Steel Making“. I have had the privilege to serve for the last ten years as 
the Education Director for the Professional Knifemakers Association. 
 
My long session at the RMS conference this year will be demonstrating the “Dry Forge Welding” 
technique that Owen Wood and I have perfected over the past 10 years.  
 
I look forward meeting all of the participants at this summer’s RMS conference. 
 

 
 
.   
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Demonstrator - Douglas E. Wilson 
 

Douglas Wilson has been a metalsmith since 1972, operating his forge on Little Deer Isle, 
Maine, since 1981. He produces primarily commissioned work, functional, architectural and 
sculptural; contemporary designs utilizing traditional joinery. Doug has demonstrated and 
taught basic through advanced forging, drawing and design workshops and how to make 
proposals to clients and client relations for nearly thirty years throughout the U.S. and 
Canada, including workshops at Haystack, Penland, Peters Valley, Campbell Folk School, 
numerous ABANA chapter events and six ABANA national conferences. Doug’s work has 
been included in numerous national exhibitions and publications including The Contemporary 
Blacksmith, Fireplace Accessories, "Anvil’s Ring", and "Metalsmith" Magazine. 

 
Wendel Broussard and Doug Wilson will collaborate to create a sculptural work. Design of the 
project and forging of some of the elements will be done prior to the conference. During the 
conference demos, both Doug and Wendel will discuss design, tools used to create their 
sculpture and demonstrate the basics of making the elements of their piece. The workshop 
will culminate with Wendel and Doug completing the piece. 
 
Doug's workshop demos will address the design and creation of bold clean forms with 
minimal tools, using traditional forging processes and traditional joinery. Doug will discuss 
exploring ideas with drawing and model making. During forging demos, members of the 
audience will be recruited to work as helpers and strikers as we make and join elements. 
 
Wendel's Demos will address the making and use of tools specific to his repousse work. 
Elements of the collaborative sculpture will be made and refined. 
 
 
Below are a couple examples of Doug’s work. 
 

                  Candle Holder                                             Glass Topped Table 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 
Colorado Rocky Mountain School will provide reasonably priced lodging in double occupancy, shared 
bath, dorm style rooms for the evenings of July 28, 29, 30 & 31 and ten meals beginning with dinner on 
Wednesday the 28th through breakfast and sack lunch on Sunday August 1st. The cost is $260 per 
person, double occupancy.  There are limited rooms available and they are given out on a first come 
first serve basis. Pre-registration and pre-payment is strongly encouraged. Facilities can accommodate 
couples, families and singles. Meals for persons with other accommodations are $130 for the 10 meals 
provided, or $35 for 3 breakfasts, or 3 lunches, and $40 for 3 dinners only. Again, it is strongly 
encouraged that you pre-register and prepay for  meals. All registrants are invited to the Saturday night 
BBQ - it’s included in your registration fee. 
 
Camping : there will be no camping or sleeping in cars allowed on the schoo l grounds . There are 
local camp grounds in the area. Info will be provided at the registration desk. The BrB Crystal River 
Campground is highly recommended . Clean, with good bathrooms and hot running showers, fire 
rings  right on the crystal river, it's one of the best bets in the area, only five miles from the 
conference.  They have cabins and tent sites. It's quite popular so advanced reservations are highly 
recommended (970-963-2341).Please visit their web site at www.cabinscolorado.com.   
 
Motels : hotels, bed and breakfasts and camping facilities are located within a 15-mile radius of 
Carbondale. 
 
 

GETTING TO CARBONDALE  
By Car: Carbondale is approximately 3½ hours (172 miles) from Denver via I-70. Aspen and Vail are 
each an hour’s drive away. Grand Junction is 1-½ hours (89 miles) via 1-70. From Denver, take 1-70 
west to Glenwood Springs, Exit 116. Take Highway 82 south approximately 13 miles to Highway 133. 
Turn right onto Highway 133 to Carbondale and continue to Main St. (First traffic light) Turn right onto 
Main St. and continue as the road bears to right and becomes 106 Rd. Continue on the road until you 
reach the Colorado Rocky Mountain School.  Turn right on Whitaker Road. Registration will be at the 
blacksmith shop.  
 
By Bus: Greyhound provides service to Glenwood Springs. Roaring Fork Transit Authority provides 
hourly service to Carbondale from Glenwood Springs and from the Aspen airport. www.rfta.com 
 
By Train: Passenger train service is available to Glenwood Springs via Amtrak (passenger service, 1-
800-872-7245 with daily stops both east and westbound.   
 
By Air: Denver International Airport, Sardy Field in Aspen, Grand Junction’s Walker Field, The Avon/
Eagle airport. 
 
 
Questions or problems? Conference  Questions Contac t:  
Conference Chairperson: Robin Boone 
Phone: 970-261-0493  or e-mail at: robin_alexandra@yahoo.com 
�
�
Conference Registration or Conference Registration Questions/Problems Contact:  
John and Janet Switzer 
P.O. Box 4, Beulah, CO 81023-0004  
Phone:  719 -485-2327      Cell Phone: 303-589-1767       e-mail:  switz@mindspring.com    

    



Page 7 

 
MOUNTAIN SMITHS CONFERENCE GALLERY  
Mountain Smiths Conference Gallery is for displaying blacksmiths’ works. All conference participants 
are encouraged to bring one or more pieces to show. Smiths of all skill levels are encouraged to 
exhibit. Please label all items with your name, and a brief description of the piece. If the piece is for sale 
please list the price and if not for sale please mark “NFS”. RMS requests a donation of 10% of all sales. 
RMS is not able to provide any shipping or receiving services for gallery items. In addition to the 
general gallery there will be a special gallery area for ‘New Smiths.’ 
 
SILENT AUCTION and IRON-IN-THE-HAT 
Everyone is encouraged to contribute blacksmithing works, tools, books and other items of interest to 
blacksmiths.  
 
Auction pieces will be on display during conference daylight hours and in the evening. Bid on an item 
by writing your name and offer on the item’s bid sheet. Minimum bids and increments will be set for 
each auction item. Auction items will be sold to the highest proper bidder. Bidding will close at 5:30pm 
Saturday evening. All winning bids are to be paid for and picked up at that time.  
 
Iron-in-the-Hat is a drawing for items donated and tickets will be sold during the conference.  Drawing 
will be held just before the silent auction. 
 
Proceeds of the gallery, silent auction and Iron-in-the-Hat will benefit Rocky Mountain Smiths and other 
blacksmithing organizations as determined by the RMS Board. 
 
FORGING COMPETITION  
The forging competition always produces something VERY interesting! New smiths and old are 
encouraged to participate. It's very light hearted and a lot of fun. The forging competition takes place 
after dinner on Thursday evening. 
 
VENDERS and TAILGATERS 
If you are interested in being a vendor (i.e.: setting inside the gallery with a table, etc., please contact 
Robin Boone, Conference Chair, for availability. Due to the smaller, more intimate size of both our 
gallery space and our conference in general, we limit the number of professional vendors. Tailgaters 
may show up as they like. Anyone is open to be a tailgater and sell tools, equipment, etc., in our 
parking lot area. RMS asks that all tailgaters please donate something to either Iron and the Hat and/or 
Silent Auction. 
 
Notes about the 2010 Rocky Mountain Blacksmithing C onference:  
 
·  Conference check-in  will begin at 1:00 p.m. on July 28th and will continue through July 31st. 
 
· Registration fee includes RMS membership thru to the next fiscal year (Sept. 30, 2011). 
 
· Confirmation will be sent only if an e-mail address or a SASE is provided. 
 
· Eye protection required in forging areas. Ear protection is strongly recommended. 
 
 

THERE IS NO SMOKING ANYWHERE ON THE CRMS CAMPUS  



ROCKY MOUNTAIN BLACKSMITHING CONFERENCE XX, July 28 - August 1, 2010 
REGISTRATION FORM (Please type or print legibly all information) 

 

Name: ________________________________________RMS Member ( _ )Yes  ( _ )No 
Mailing Address: __________________________________________ 
City: ___________________________State: ______Zip ___________-_______ 
e-mail ___________________Phone:  Home:(_______)____________________Work:(_______)
_______________) In case of emergency contact: _________________________ Phone 
(_____)__________  Accompanying spouse/significant other and/or children:________________ 
_______________________________             Children: _________________________ 
 

 
 
    Lodging and meals (double occupancy) at school including Wednesday evening 

 
    Meals Only 

 
 
   T-Shirts: 100% cotton, $14 advance, $15 at conference (small & medium by advanced order only) 

 
  Advance Purchase Conference DVD of all 4 demonstrators (12 DVDs total)  $90/set $  
                                                                             Extra BBQ tickets (see box below)  $  
                                                                                                             TOTAL ENCLOSE    $  

 
CONFERENCE FEES 

Postmarked 
July 10 or 

Before 

Postmarked 
after 

July 10 

Amount Paid 

Registration (includes RMS membership for FY 2011 $175 $200 $ 

Spouse/significant other/child age 12 or older each $50 $60 $ 

Child under 12, each $ n/c $ n/c $ 

Participant lodging and all meals $260 $270 $ 

Spouse/significant other/child age 12 or older each $260 $270 $ 

Child under 12, each (staying with parent) $ 50 $ 60 $ 

All meals, Wednesday dinner through Sunday snack lunch $130 $140 $ 

Breakfasts only, Thursday through Saturday $35 $40 $ 

Lunches only, Thursday, Friday, Saturday $35 $40 $ 

Dinners only,  Wednesday, Thursday, Friday $ 40 $ 45 $ 

Conference Logo S_ M_ L_ XL_ XXL_ XXXL_ Qty_ x $14 = $ 

RMS Logo S_ M_ L_ XL_ XXL_ XXXL_ Qty_ x $14 = $ 

Women’s S_ M_ L_ n/a n/a n/a Qty_ x $14 = $ 
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Can’t make it to the whole conference but want to 
visit with your blacksmith buddies?  
Someone wants to join you for the BBQ? Come late 
Saturday afternoon for Iron-in-the-Hat, the Silent 
Auction, BBQ and membership meeting. $15 for the 
BBQ, advance registration and payment required. 
We have to let the kitchen know how many to 
expect. ___x $15 = ______ 

Make check payable to Rocky Mountain Smiths  
and return along with this form to: 

 
Conference Registrar 

c/o John Switzer 
P.O. Box 4 

Beulah, CO 81023 
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Rocky Mountain Smiths  
 

Liability Waiver  
 

 I am signing this waiver so that I may attend a conference, workshop, demonstration or other 
event sponsored by Rocky Mountain Smiths, a nonprofit corporation (RMS). I understand that 
blacksmithing and related activities involve inherent risks and dangers for both participants and 
spectators which can cause serious injury or death.  I hereby unconditionally waive any right that I 
might otherwise have to recover damages or other relief from RMS, it’s officers, directors, members, 
employees, agents or other representatives, any demonstrators or other participant in the event and the 
owner or operator of any facility at which the event occurs, as a result of any personal injury or property 
damage that I may suffer in the course of or in connection with the event, including, without limitation, 
injury or damage arising out of acts or omissions constituting negligence or gross negligence or facts or 
conditions that would give rise to premises liability. I further agree not to bring any suit based in whole 
or in part on any claim covered by this waiver. I understand that RMS would not admit me to the event 
in absence of this waiver and confirm that my admission constitutes adequate consideration for this 
waiver. 
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
       (Type or print name) 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       (Signature) 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       (Date) 
 
If the Person attending the event is a minor, this waiver must also be signed on the minor’s behalf by a 
parent or legal guardian. The signature of a person as parent or legal guardian constitutes a warranty 
that such a person has authority to sign on behalf of the minor. 
         
 
 
       ____________________________________ 
               (Type or print name of parent or legal guardian) 
 
 
 
                                                                           _____________________________________ 
       (Signature) 
 
 
       _____________________________________ 
       (Date) 

 
 



 
 
 
 

Rocky Mountain Smiths membership application 
If you are not planning on attending the conference: 

Return this form with your check made payable to Rocky Mountain Smiths . 
                                           Mail to: 

Wayne W. Frame, Editor 
 425 NE Columbine Ct.  
Cedaredge, CO 81413 

 
 
Name ________________________________  Spouse _____________   Date_________ 
 
Address ____________________________ City______________ State _______ 
 
Zip ____________ e-mail _________________________ Home Phone _______________ 
 
Work Phone ____________________   Business Name____________________________ 
 
Blacksmith Skill Level:          Beginner                  Intermediate                  Advanced   
 
     Student           Hobbyist                Artist                  Business Owner/Practicing Smith 
 
Metal Smithing Specialty _________________________________________ 
 
Website ________________________________________ 
 
 
Membership Level:       $20 Student*                $30 Individual               $35 Family   
 
                                      $50+ Contributory     
 
           New Member            Renewal               Address Change               ABANA Member 
 
 
* A student is defined as an individual of less then 18 years of age.  A parent or legal 
guardian must sign and date on the line below, in so doing giving permission for the 
applicant named above to participate in RMS activities. 
 
Signature of parent or legal guardian ____________________________ Date ________ 
 
Print name of parent or guardian _____________________________ 
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Announcing the annual T-shirt Design Compe tition 

Design MUST be original artwork and be camera ready (jpg format preferred). 
 

Your design MUST incorporate:  
Rocky Mountain Blacksmithing Conference XX Carbondale Colorado  

 
Snail-mail or e-mail your design entry by June 1 at the latest; include your e-mail, if you have 
one and your snail-mail address. Send submissions (more then one is okay) to BOTH: 
 

 Craig May 
1498 Mt. Evans Blvd.  

Pine, CO 80470 
craig@dragonforgeltd.com  

303-838-1302 
 
 
 
 
and also to, 
 

 Tom Stingel 
 PO Box 307 

 Moab, UT  84532  
desertiron@hotmail.com  

435-259-5003                  
 
 

The winner will receive a conference T-shirt, a RMS hat and a bumper sticker. 



Rocky Mountain Smiths 
Wayne W. Frame, Editor 
425 NE Columbine Ct. 
Cedaredge, CO 81413 
 
  Return Service Requested 
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